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UNDERSTAND

RESTORE

CONSERVE

Advancing bird conservation through science, restoration, and outreach

Our core beliefs
Biodiversity and intact habitats and ecosystems are
important to the well-being of everyone.
Sound science should guide the conservation,
management, and restoration of birds and wildlife
and their habitats.
Disseminating results of scientific research promotes
informed decision making and public involvement in
conservation.

Understand

Knowledge is the building block
of conservation. Our studies yield
important information necessary
to manage and conserve avian
populations and their habitats.

Restore

Conserve

With declining populations of many
wildlife species, restoration of
degraded habitats will be critical
for maintaining viable populations
into the future.

We share our findings with land
managers, policy makers, and the
general public so that together we
can work to conserve and protect
our environment.
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A Letter from our president
March 2017

Dear Friends and Colleagues,
As I write, our biologists are starting up the 2017 field season in Everglades National park
where they will continue monitoring populations of the endangered Cape Sable seaside
sparrow. Last year’s crew faced prolonged high water-levels, which not only made field
work more of a challenge, but also meant a later breeding season for these birds. However,
we were able to implement new sampling techniques to help us better estimate population
density for this species. This year we are anticipating better field study conditions and will
continue to refine our methods.
Our field work on the Florida Grasshopper sparrow in South Florida ended with the closing
of the 2016 season, but we will continue to participate in recovery efforts by conducting
statistical analysis of long-term survey data collected at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State
Park.
In the Pacific Northwest, our work monitoring the effects estuary restoration on birds got
off to a wintery start in early February of 2017, but field work is now well underway and
the weather is warming. In the spring of 2016, we expanded the estuary study by adding
a new citizen science project to survey bird populations at Leque Island, one of the estuary
restoration sites we are monitoring. The work of this all-volunteer effort will be used as we
analyze the data from our larger estuary study.
Ecostudies’ other long-running citizen science project, the Puget Sound Shorebird Count,
took place in December of 2016. Once again, our volunteers braved the early morning
hours and the cold to survey 20 sights in the North Puget Sound region. The data collected
contributes to the Pacific Flyway Shorebird Survey, a large-scale, flyway-wide shorebird
monitoring effort.
Finally, working together with our partners on the Reintroduction of Western Bluebirds
project, we continued to strengthen the regional breeding population, which reached 40
adults in 2016. There is an exciting indication that birds from Vancouver and San Juan
Islands are mixing, which could play a role in the long-term viability of this population. We
are now realizing that the Western Bluebird project will become more regional in scope and
additional partners will be needed to ensure its success. Ecostudies will continue to play a
major role in this project by offering help through guidance, translocations, training, and
outreach.
On behalf of the board and staff of Ecostudies Institute, I want to thank our partners,
supporters, and volunteers for their hard work, dedication, and invaluable contributions
over this past year. Working together, we can continue to make progress toward our goal of
conserving birds and their habitats.
Christa Legrande-Rolls
Board President

Ecostudies Institute's mission is to understand and conserve native populations of birds and other wildlife and their habitats.
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Project Highlights
South Florida

Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow
In Florida, our effort to monitor the Cape Sable seaside
sparrow continues. This bird is a federally-endangered
subspecies with a distribution restricted to the seasonallyflooded marl prairies of the Florida Everglades. Our goal is
to provide information vital to aid recovery efforts and to
contribute recommendations for the ongoing restoration of
the Everglades ecosystem.
In 2016, we observed a substantial decline in sparrows
on our long-term demographic study plots. The winter of
2015-2016 saw historic rainfall in south Florida, and we
suspect that the prolonged high water levels throughout
the Everglades ecosystem may have led to high overwinter
mortality of sparrows. Despite very difficult field conditions,
we were still able to monitor 13 breeding pairs of
sparrows and 17 nests. Due to the drop in population size,
productivity was very low. In total, only 21 nestlings survived to fledge this year. On a positive note, we
were able to successfully implement new sampling techniques to help us better estimate population density
for this cryptic species that is so difficult to detect in the grassland habitat where it breeds.
In 2017, we will continue our demographic monitoring of the sparrow and refine methods to more precisely
estimate range-wide population size.

Florida Grasshopper Sparrow
In 2015, we began studying another federally-endangered
subspecies, the Florida grasshopper sparrow, and continued
our research in 2016. Like the Cape Sable seaside sparrow, this
subspecies has a very restricted distribution inhabiting the dry
prairies of central Florida. However, this sparrow is critically
endangered with perhaps fewer than 150 individuals remaining
in the wild. We are excited to be contributing towards the
ongoing conservation efforts to keep this subspecies from
extinction.
Our efforts included an attempt to help reestablish populations
at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park through the use of
song playback to attract sparrows to formerly occupied habitat.
We also tested the use of remote recorders as a monitoring
method to detect singing male sparrows. While our song
playback study was not successful, we were able to use the
recorders to detect sparrows.
In 2017, we will continue to participate in recovery efforts
by conducting statistical analysis of long-term survey data
collected at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park.
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Project Highlights
Pacific Northwest

Effects of Estuary Restoration on Birds
In the Puget Sound region, many estuarine wetland sites
were diked to create farmland in the 1800s. Loss of these
tidal wetlands was an important factor in the decline of
many wildlife species, including birds.
We are currently monitoring the effects of estuary
restoration on birds at two locations: Fir Island Farm and
Leque Island in the Skagit and Stillaguamish River deltas.
Our comprehensive approach is focusing on several bird
taxonomic groups that use these areas, including waterfowl,
shorebirds and landbirds. With the amount of estuary
restoration taking place in the region, the data collected
from this project will be extremely valuable in evaluating
the long term effects of these conservation actions on birds.

Leque Island Surveys
In spring 2016, Ecostudies institute coordinated a new
citizen science project surveying bird populations at
Leque Island, one of the estuary restoration sites we are
monitoring. This effort was developed to engage the public
in our research on the effects of estuary restoration on bird
populations and to expand the data we have to work with.
With the help of 15 volunteers, we surveyed eight sites
and conducted 64 surveys in spring and fall. Data collected
during the citizen science surveys will be examined when
we analyze data from our larger estuary restoration project
to see if additional species were detected by this group of
passionate birders.
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Project Highlights
Pacific Northwest

Puget Sound Shorebird Count
In December 2016, Ecostudies Institute coordinated its
5th annual citizen science shorebird monitoring effort in
Puget Sound. The goal of this program is to develop a
monitoring program for wintering shorebirds. This effort
also contributes to the Pacific Flyway Shorebird Survey, a
large-scale, flyway-wide shorebird monitoring effort.
With the help of 18 volunteers, we surveyed 20 sites, most
of which were in North Puget Sound. Tremendous thanks
goes to the citizen scientists that volunteer their time to
this project. Together, we have built a solid foundation
of shorebird monitoring in Puget Sound that we plan to
continue in the future.

Reintroduction of the Western Bluebird
Since 2007, Ecostudies Institute has worked to reestablish
a breeding population of the migratory Western Bluebird
in the Salish Sea region of the Pacific Northwest using
a combined program of reintroduction, population
monitoring, and outreach. Our goal is to ensure that this
iconic species can inspire future generations and serve as
an emblem for oak-prairie conservation.
During the 2016 field season, we translocated six
adult Western Bluebirds and 16 nestlings to Vancouver
Island, and assisted with translocating six adults and 12
nestlings to San Juan Island. Working with our partners,
we continued to strengthen the regional breeding
population, which reached 40 adults in 2016. One of the
most exciting observations of the year occurred on San
Juan Island in November, when more than 40 individuals
were seen foraging on the west side of the island. To our
knowledge, this is the largest congregation of bluebirds
sighted during migration in the region. This indicates
that individuals from Vancouver and San Juan Islands are mixing and helps cement the knowledge of this
migration stopover site in the population, both of which should benefit the prospects for the long-term
viability of the population.
Although there is a greater emphasis on the regional nature of this project, and therefore the need
for numerous partners, Ecostudies will continue to play a major role in 2017. As one of the initial
organizations involved in the project, we will continue to provide guidance and help evaluate the success
of this recovery program through numerous avenues, including translocations, monitoring, training, and
outreach.
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Vo lu n t e e r s , D o n o r s , a n d Pa rt n e r s
The board and staff of Ecostudies Institute wish to express their gratitude for
the continued support of individuals and organizations who share our vision
and make our work possible:
American Bird Conservancy
Kate Ambrus
Jonathan Blubaugh
Bev Bowe
Eileen Bruce
Caloosa Bird Club
Ann Casey
Center for Natural Lands Management
Elaine Chuang
Virginia Clark
Linda Cline
Roberta Constatine
Douglas Cooper
Cowichan Valley Naturalists
Diana Craig
Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund
Ann Dubois
Richard Dubois
Steve Elston
Everglades National Park
Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida
Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team
Halifax Audubon Society
J.N. “Ding” Darling NWR
Joint Base Lewis-McChord
Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park
Marla Koberstein
Christa LeGrande
Lynn Lichtenberg
Tim Manns

Carol Miles
Ruth Milner
Pam Myers
North Cascades Audubon Society
Jeff Osmundson
Dave Parent
Ron Pera
Sheila Pera
Janice Pierce
Robert Pierce
Pilchuck Audubon Society
Pam Pritzl
Chris Rennick
The Nature Conservancy of Canada
San Juan Preservation Trust
Colleen Shannon
Sarah Shmidt
Skagit Audubon Society
Terry Skorheim
Darla Gay Smith
South Florida Water Management District
Thomas Trotta
Tulalip Tribes
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Whidbey Audubon Society
Eric Wagner
Carol Winter
Paul Yeager

2 0 1 6 Fi na n c i a l R e p o rt
Revenue

Expenses

Government grants

$ 230,591

Project expenses

$

206,635

Public-supported organizations

$

45,573

Operating costs

$

32,634

Individual donations

$

510

Total

$

238,999

Total

$ 276,674

Net assets as of 31 December 2016: $78,313

Ecostudies Institute receives funding from individual donations, government agencies, foundations, and other nonprofit
organizations. By using funds efficiently, we are able to direct most of our resources to our reasearch and conservation efforts.

Support
Ecostudies Institute
Ecoinst.org/donate

Follow us

Ecoinst.org
P.O. Box 735
East Olympia, WA 98540
ecostudies@ecoinst.org

